
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H10937October 15, 1998
prejudice the Committee’s jurisdictional pre-
rogatives on these measures or any other
similar legislation, and it should not be con-
sidered as precedent for consideration of
matters of jurisdictional interest to the
Committee in the future.

Thank you again for your letter confirm-
ing this understanding, and I would ask that
a copy of our exchange of letters on this
matter be included in the Record during
floor consideration. Thank you for your co-
operation and assistance on this matter.
With best personal regards, I am

Sincerely,
BILL ARCHER,

Chairman.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker.
I rise in support of S. 1733, which asks the
Social Security Administration (SSA) and the
states to work together to avoid waste in the
administration of the Food Stamps program.

This bill takes a common sense approach to
a sizable problem. Recently the General Ac-
counting Office (GAO) released a study that
found that due to a lack of communication be-
tween the states and the SSA, over 26,000
dead people in four states, including my home
state of Texas, were erroneously issued food
stamps. The cost of that oversight to the Food
Stamps Program totalled over $8.6 million—a
sizable amount of money that could be better
used elsewhere.

The bill fixes this problem simply by requir-
ing that the SSA and state agencies that help
administrate the program, share information
about the people that receive food stamp ben-
efits. That information sharing should all but
eliminate the erroneous issuance of food
stamps to people that have deceased. In addi-
tion, the bill requires that the SSA submit re-
ports to Congress on the progress that they
have made on this issue, and on the savings
that the bill produces.

Food stamps area matter of life and death
for many people throughout the United States,
including children. As the Founder and chair of
the Congressional Childrens Caucus, I know
that food stamps are often the lifeline for fami-
lies that are trying to stay afloat in an turbulent
and difficult economy. Many of those families
reside in my district and in the State of Texas,
where a study a few years ago concluded that
Food Stamps and Aid for Families with De-
pendent Children (AFDC) contribute over $675
million to the local economy.

We must do what we can to improve this
important and vital program, and I believe that
this bill is a step in the right direction. Further-
more, I look forward to working with all of you
next year to make sure that the savings we
have realized from this bill are funneled back
into the Food Stamps program.

I urge all of my colleagues to support this
bill, and to work with me in supporting food
Stamps every year.

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
GOODLATTE) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the Senate bill, S.
1733.

The question was taken.
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, on

that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 5 of rule I and the Chair’s
prior announcement, further proceed-
ings on this motion will be postponed.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on S.
1733.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RIGGS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.
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PROTECTING SANCTITY OF CON-
TRACTS AND LEASES ENTERED
INTO BY SURFACE PATENT
HOLDERS WITH RESPECT TO
COALBED METHANE GAS

Mrs. CUBIN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the Senate
bill (S. 2500) to protect the sanctity of
contracts and leases entered into by
surface patent holders with respect to
coalbed methane gas.

The Clerk read as follows:
S. 2500

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. PROTECTION OF SANCTITY OF CON-

TRACTS AND LEASES OF SURFACE
PATENT HOLDERS WITH RESPECT
TO COALBED METHANE GAS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b),
the United States shall recognize as not in-
fringing upon any ownership rights of the
United States to coalbed methane any—

(1) contract or lease covering any land that
was conveyed by the United States under the
Act entitled ‘‘An Act for the protection of
surface rights of entrymen’’, approved March
3, 1909 (30 U.S.C. 81), or the Act entitled ‘‘An
Act to provide for agricultural entries on
coal lands’’, approved June 22, 1910 (30 U.S.C.
83 et seq.), that was—

(A) entered into by a person who has title
to said land derived under said Acts, and

(B) that conveys rights to explore for, ex-
tract, and sell coalbed methane from said
land; or

(2) coalbed methane production from the
lands described in subsection (a)(1) by a per-
son who has title to said land and who, on or
before the date of enactment of this Act, has
filed an application with the State oil and
gas regulating agency for a permit to drill an
oil and gas well to a completion target lo-
cated in a coal formation.

(b) APPLICATION.—Subsection (a)—
(1) shall apply only to a valid contract or

lease described in subsection (a) that is in ef-
fect on the date of enactment of this Act;

(2) shall not otherwise change the terms or
conditions of, or affect the rights or obliga-
tions of any person under such a contract or
lease;

(3) shall apply only to land with respect to
which the United States is the owner of coal
reserved to the United States in a patent
issued under the Act of March 3, 1909 (30
U.S.C. 81), or the Act of June 22, 1910 (30
U.S.C. 83 et seq.), the position of the United
States as the owner of the coal not having
passed to a third party by deed, patent or
other conveyance by the United States;

(4) shall not apply to any interest in coal
or land conveyed, restored, or transferred by
the United States to a federally recognized
Indian tribe, including any conveyance, res-
toration, or transfer made pursuant to the
Indian Reorganization Act, June 18, 1934 (c.
576, 48 Stat. 984, as amended); the Act of June
28, 1938 (c. 776, 52 Stat. 1209 as implemented
by the order of September 14, 1938, 3 Fed.
Reg. 1425); and including the area described
in section 3 of Public Law 98–290; or any ex-
ecutive order;

(5) shall not be construed to constitute a
waiver of any rights of the United States
with respect to coalbed methane production
that is not subject to subsection (a); and

(6) shall not limit the right of any person
who entered into a contract or lease before
the date of enactment of this Act, or enters
into a contract or lease on or after the date
of enactment of this Act, for coal owned by
the United States, to mine and remove the
coal and to release coalbed methane without
liability to any person referred to in sub-
section (a)(1)(A) or (a)(2).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Wyoming (Mrs. CUBIN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MILLER)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Wyoming (Mrs. CUBIN).

Mrs. CUBIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of S. 2500 which, as passed by the other
body, is identical to my bill, H.R. 4598.
This bill is a bipartisan response to the
vexing question of the rightful owner-
ship of methane gas which resides in
the voids of coal seams; in other words,
their coal will be so many feet deep,
and then there will be space where
methane gas exists, and beneath that
will be another seam of coal.

S. 2500 takes the position that where
the United States has patented the sur-
face estate together with all minerals
except coal under the authority of ei-
ther the 1909 or 1910 Coal Lands Act
that the methane molecules belong to
the patentee or his successor or inter-
est. The bill excludes all interests
where the United States has trans-
ferred its reserved coal interest to the
third parties such as the Southern Ute
Tribe in southwest Colorado.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is necessary be-
cause of a recent Tenth Circuit Court
decision concerning the aforemen-
tioned tribe and an oil company pro-
ducing coalbed methane from the pri-
vate lands within the Southern Utes’
reservation. Again though, this bill has
no effect whatsoever upon that court
case for which we expect the United
States Supreme Court will grant a writ
of certiorari and decide the ownership
question for those situations where the
U.S. has granted its reserve coal rights
to third parties. In the meantime, how-
ever, S. 2500 will allow patentholders to
be secure in the knowledge that what-
ever leases or contracts that they have
already entered into with coalbed
methane producers are valid. Without
such relief, these landowners would be
left in a legal conundrum not of their
own making.

A Solicitor’s opinion issued in 1981
appeared to settle the ownership ques-
tion. My constituents in the Powder
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